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 HERE YESTERDAY AND GONE TODAY

I believe downtown Tulsa was much prettier in 1952 than it is today.  What happened?  A 
number of beautiful buildings were demolished to make parking lots.  Urban Renewal projects, 
especially in the 1960s and 70s razed large swaths of downtown Tulsa.

The Medical Arts Building, fnished in 1929, made way for ONE OK 
building's parking 
garage.  It was one of 
Tulsa's largest, and at 
the time, most 
celebrated Art Deco 
Masterpieces.  If you 
remember,the Medical 
Arts Building was 
located on the corner 
of Sixth Street and 
Bolder Avenue, 
where it housed many 
doctor's offces.  I 
remember going there 
to visit the offce of Dr. Walker.

Many historic and signifcant buildings in 
downtown Tulsa were destroyed and turned into 
parking lots.   The Tulsa Elks Lodge was such an 
example.  The Tulsa's Elks' Club dedicated the 
new $50,000 building on May 11, 1911 at Third 
Street and Boulder Avenue.  Later, the Elks
Lodge relocated to a modernist building in south 
Tulsa in 1958, and that original lodge became 
another victim of "Urban Renewal" in the early 
1970s.

Horace Mann Junior High School, which took up nearly a 
whole city block, at 11th Street and Cincinnati Avenue was 
built in 1913 with the help of  a $230,000 school bond.  
Horace Mann closed in 1975 and became a parking lot in 2001.



The Tulsa Coliseum, an indoor arena designed 
in a whimsical saracenic style that was inspired 
by Middle Eastern architecture, was described as 
"the showplace of the Southwest" when it opened 
on New Year's day 1929 at Sixth Street and Elgin 
Avenue. Lightening struck the Coliseum and it 
burned to the ground in September, 1952, never 
to be 
replaced. 
I was 
attending 

the University of Tulsa and was at the Lambda Chi Alpha 
house attending a party when the Coliseum burned.  We 
cold see the fre burning from the front yard.  We piled 
into various cars and drove downtown to watch the fre.  I 
drove back the next day and the building was burned to 
the ground.

The Hunt Dry Goods opened in Tulsa in 1921. 
In 1924 the store became known as Brown-Duncan 
when the new owners added 11 foors to the original 
four story structure at Fourth and Main Streets.  It 
was imploded in 1966.  I was working in the Tulsa 
City Attorney's offce and was assigned to watch the 
implosion.  Thressa  and I located ourselves across 
the street to the north of the Brown-Duncan Building 
on the fourth foor of that building.  We watched 
Brown-Duncan come down and it seemed alright. 
However, next day we learned a piece of a steel 
girder came loose on the west side of the building 
and blew through the top foor of the Oklahoma 
Natural Gas building's window and into the Board 
Room through a conference table.

The Union Bus Station was designed by 
Leon Senter, who is better known as the architect 
of the Will Rogers High School, featured a 
combination of zigzag and streamline Art Deco 
styles.

   
       Have you heard of the Alvin Hotel, well I 
have.  The hotel had one of the City's most 
fashionable coffee shops and stood on the 
Northeast corner of Seventh and Main Streets. 
for 48 years.  The Alvin Hotel was imploded on 
December 19, 1976.



       J. M. Hall built Tulsa's frst general store in 
1883 near what is now known as the intersection of 
First and Main Streets.  He replaced this wooden 
building in 1902 with a brick and stone  storefront 
on the Northwest corner of the intersection.  The 
old Hall store came down in the 1970s along with 
dozens of surrounding buildings in what was called 
"Urban Renewal".  

Otasco moved its headquarters to 
Tulsa in 1925 from Okmulgee locating 
store  NO 1 on the Southeast corner of 
Second Street and Cincinnati Avenue.  The 
Otasco chain went bankrupt in 1988, but 
store NO 1 had already been turned into 
parking for the nearby Williams Center.

Many other buildings in downtown 
Tulsa were destroyed, too many to 
describe in this article.  Many of these 
buildings were beautiful and we regret 
their removal from downtown.

Submitted by William M. and Thressa Northcutt
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W.G. (Bill) Burgess Jr.

Sandy Garrett (Snodgrass)

   Mary Lou Petri (Howell)

Jerry Waughtal



MID-TOWN TULSA HIT BY TORNADO
At about 1:30 am, Sunday, August 6th an EF-2 tornado went through the area 

beginning on the West side of Yale at about the 41st Street and Yale Avenue intersection 
and heading South-East 
past 51st and Memorial, 
damaging or destroying 
homes and businesses.
It continued on for a ways, 
then lifted, only to be 
followed by an 
EF-1 tornado in Broken 
Arrow.

The Tulsa World, on 
the following Wednesday 
reported that 129 
businesses were damaged, 
including four that were 
completely destroyed.  Ten 
businesses were condemned 
as too dangerous to enter.  A recent personal tour through the area between 41st and 46th 

streets and Yale and Memorial revealed metal warehouse buildings with walls and roofs 
gone.  Owners or tenants had moved out because the buildings were un-useable.  Many 
will have to be demolished and rebuilt from the slab up.  The Tulsa World, said that 
twenty-fve homes were damaged and thirty people were reported injured.

Our neighbor and his sister own a small shopping center near the corner of 41st and 
Sheridan.  One of our favorite places to eat lunch is in that center.  He told me that the 
tornado missed the corner of his building by 30 feet.  He only lost one window and a small 
sign.  That's true because the business next door sustained heavy damage.

Two more tornados in North-Eastern Oklahoma were reported in the early morning 
hours, all four were within about an hour.

The following  pictures were found on the internet.  If you Google “Tulsa tornado – 
2017” and then select Images you can see many more.

  
 

The morning after on 41st Street.



 AT&T Store

                         Panera Bread                        Tree limb through the roof of someones home.

         Remington Tower before tornado.               Top foors of Remington Tower after tornado. 



 

   


